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REMARKS 

INTRODUCTION: 

In accordance with the foregoing, claims 1, 2, 7-10, and 12 have been amended, and 
claim 23 has been added. No new matter is being presented, and approval and entry are 
respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-23 are pending and under consideration. 

ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER: 

In the Office Action, at page 3, the Examiner indicated that claims 2-6, and 10-22 would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form. Applicants respectfully submit that claims 2, 10, 
and 12 have been rewritten in independent form, and that claims 2-6, and 10-22 are now 
allowable. 

REJECTION UNDER 35 U.S.C. §112: 

In the Office Action, at page2, the Examiner rejected claim 8 under 35 U.S.C. §112, 
second paragraph, for the reasons set forth therein. The reasons for the rejection are set forth 
in the Office Action and therefore not repeated. Applicants traverse this rejection and 
respectfully request reconsideration. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the amendment of claim 8 overcomes the Examiner's 
rejection. 

REJECTION UNDER 35 U.S.C. §102: 

In the Office Action, at page 2, The Examiner rejected claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) 
as being anticipated by Walden (US 5, 1 91 ,831 - hereinafter Walden). The reasons for the 
rejection are set forth in the Office Action and therefore not repeated. Applicants traverse this 
rejection and respectfully request reconsideration. 

In the Office Action, at page 3, The Examiner rejected claims 7 and 8 under 35 U.S. C. 
1 02(b) as being anticipated by FR 2670274. The reasons for the rejection are set forth in the 
Office Action and therefore not repeated. Applicants traverse this rejection and respectfully 
request reconsideration. 

Amended, independent claim 1 recites: "...wherein the heat reflecting unit has an upper 
surface with at least one trough to collect liquid and particulate separated from food during 
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cooking, an inner space beneath the upper surface to contain water, a water inlet through which 
the water is fed into the inner space, a water level maintaining unit that maintains the water 
below a predetermined water level in the inner space, and a water vapor discharging space 
positioned in an upper portion of the inner space. 

Walden discloses an oven 20 with a grease deflector 64 positioned above and adjacent 
to a water trough 24, which is positioned to receive gravitating substances deposited on sidewall 
28 and to hold a quantity of water to humidify food cooked in the oven interior. (See Walden, at 
FIGS. 1 and 2, and Abstract). 

The Examiner appears to assert that the bottom side 82 of the grease deflector 64 
corresponds to the "water vapor discharging space positioned in an upper portion of the inner 
space" of claim 1 . Applicants respectfully disagree. 

Walden discloses that there is no opening in the top of the grease deflector 64. (See 
Walden, at col. 5, lines 22-24, and col. 6, lines 3-6). 

Regardless, Applicants respectfully submit that Walden neither discloses nor suggests 
"...wherein the heat reflecting unit has an upper surface with at least one trough to collect liquid 
and particulate separated from food during cooking, an inner space beneath the upper surface 
to contain water...." 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that independent claim 1 patentably 
distinguishes over the cited art, and should be allowable for at least the above-mentioned 
reasons. 

Amended, independent claim 7 recites: "...a heat reflecting unit, removably mounted in 
the body to reflect heat from the heating unit toward the cooking surface, and having a cavity 
therein to hold a cooling fluid to cool at least a first surface of the heat reflecting unit that collects 
liquid and particulate separated from food during cooking, the cavity being positioned farther 
from the cooking surface than the first surface." 

FR 2670274 appears to disclose a body 8, a cooking surface 2, a heating unit 4, and a 
metallic refractor 5 in contact with a fluid 6 contained in the body 8. 

But FR 2670274 does not appear to disclose that the metallic reflector 5 is removably 
mounted in the body, nor that they metallic reflector 5 has a cavity therein to hold the cooling 
fluid. 

Accordingly applicants respectfully submit that FR 2670274 neither discloses nor 
suggests "...a heat reflecting unit, removably mounted in the body to reflect heat from the 
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heating unit toward the cooking surface, and having a cavity therein to hold a cooling fluid to cool 
at least a first surface of the heat reflecting unit that collects liquid and particulate separated 
from food during cooking, the cavity being positioned farther from the cooking surface than the 
first surface." 

Thus, Applicants respectfully submit that independent claim 7 patentably distinguishes 
over the cited art, and should be allowable for at least the above-mentioned reasons. Further, 
Applicants respectfully submit that claim 8, which depends from independent claim 7, should be 
allowable for at least the same reasons as claim 7, as well as for the additional features recited 
therein. 

REJECTION UNDER 35 U.S.C. §103: 

In the Office Action, at page 3, the Examiner rejected claim 9 under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over FR 2670274 in view of Wodeslavsky (US 5, 862,741 - hereinafter 
Wodeslavsky). The reasons for the rejection are set forth in the Office Action and therefore not 
repeated. Applicants traverse this rejection and respectfully request reconsideration. 

Regarding the rejection of claim 9, in an effort to advance prosecution, Applicants 
assume that the Examiner intended to assert that the reasoning to combine the references 
would be to prevent movement of the collecting and reflecting structure within the body . 

Amended claim 9 recites: "...wherein the heat reflecting unit comprises: a frame; and a 
collecting and reflecting structure, including the first surface, attached to the frame to reflect heat 
from the heating unit toward the cooking surface T and collect the liquid and particulate separated 
from the food during cooking." 

Applicants respectfully submit that for at least similar reasons as those stated in the 
section regarding the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §102, claim 9, which depends from independent 
claim 7, should be allowable for at least the same reasons as claim 7, as well as for the 
additional features recited therein. 

NEW CLAIMS: 

Applicants respectfully submit that for at least similar reasons as those stated in the 
section regarding the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §102, new claim 23 patentably distinguishes 
over the cited art and should be allowable. 



10 



Serial No. 10/681,132 

CONCLUSION: 

In accordance with the foregoing, Applicants respectfully submit that all outstanding 
objections and rejections have been overcome and/or rendered moot, and further, that all 
pending claims patentably distinguish over the cited art. Thus, there being no further 
outstanding objections or rejections, the application is submitted as being in condition for 
allowance which action is earnestly solicited. 

If the Examiner has any remaining issues to be addressed, it is believed that prosecution 
can be expedited by the Examiner contacting the undersigned attorney for a telephone interview 
to discuss resolution of such issues. 

If there are any underpayments or overpayments of fees associated with the filing of this 
Amendment, please charge and/or credit the same to our Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 

Respectfully submitted, 

STAAS & HALSEY LLP 

Date: July 22. 2005 By: ^^r^Z^^^^"^ 

Michael A. Bush 
Registration No. 48,893 

1201 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 
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